
Harrow Road Neighbourhood Partnership 

Gardening Community Environmental Action Task Group
HRNP is offering administrative and financial support in improving our local environment over the next six months.  Point of contact Kierra.

Meeting Tuesday 5th October 2010

Present:

Mel

Tom

Selina

Elaine

And from

Harrow Rd Partnership:

Kierra hrnp@ghg.org.uk
Naomi

1.
Welcome and Apologies - Pre-meeting chat.

Suggestion that there could be a skills/seeds etc swap.  Eg Some people in Hormead Road have started making planters to go around trees, maybe they could show others how to make them and have a planter making afternoon.  And get help with seeds in return. 

Worth checking:

The wire planters that have been placed around trees in Warwick Avenue (really pretty) - planters could be low level and might be made of plastic or wire

Also worth checking are the planters in Hamilton Terrace.

Oakington Road - need planters?

Any guidance from Paul

2.
Election of chair and minute-taker
It was agreed that Selina would become temporary Chair of the group

And Mel would be Secretary/Minute-taker (and Elaine would do the minutes for this meeting).
3.
Outline of progress so far and funds available
£4500 funding available

Of that

£1500 to Environmental Art project with local school (Queens Park Primary School)

This will involve design, a fashion show and lots of art projects

There's to be a Clean Up Day in Maida Hill

HRNP would like competition between local schools to design logos for the Clean Up Maida Hill day - with prizes

£250 to spend on stickers etc for Clean Up Maida Hill

£50 - £100 to buy t-shirts for litter pickers etc on Clean Up Day

Free Keep Britain Tidy materials for anyone to collect

£500 for more tools and seeds (there are tools already available for us in the cupboard).  It's up to us to decide what we would like to get.

£1400 for planting in Maida Hill Market, planters in shopping spaces etc.  

Plus £100 mail out money/£125 publicity (£225 admin) /£200 contingency

4.
Outline of Timebank gardening model
Link up residents with people who have gardens who can't cope with them.

Hormead Road is hoping to do this as part of gardening initiative

5.
Maida Hill Market Planters and Plants (£1400 to spend)
(see Westways/Clifton Nurseries for further sponsorship? pass on to Westminster Artisans, who run Maida Hill market)

HRMP can check planning permission issues

Planter Benches?  Unsavoury elements?  Will it attract them?

Bike planters? 

Like idea of tall designer planters (pillar ones) - maybe they could be decorated by kids.  Colourful not cement-ish

Ceramic? Metal? Granite?

Heavy

Could check websites that do urban gardening

What to plant in them?  Grasses, bamboo, flax.  Need to be sustainable ie not need much maintenance.  

Need more research but also need to start planting Eg bulbs

Decide what bulbs to plant at next meeting eg daffs

Pansy's? Poppies?  

Think about what the area would like

6.
Gardening resources shopping list 

(sorry guys, think this might be part of No 3 - the £500 for more tools and seeds.).  As 

Hormead Association has already begun community gardening process, HA asked to 

make a wish list of plants and seeds we'd like in Hormead planters

Was suggested we should do some Before and After photos in Hormead Road 
Groundwork (Jessica)

Environmental charity planted on estates around here.  Tools here are from Groundwork.

Groundwork has some money to do work with Citywest homes tenants in Lidford Estates around planting.

Public spaces and private residents ideas

Expert help? Would like to invite to the following meeting

Alex is a keen gardener and someone who would be great to join in

John

Jill (Maida Hill Market)

Mike

7.
Identifying public areas to plant - Would be great to make planters for other open places.   Eg recycled tyres.

Canal flats by canal bridge - Who's responsible for the green area?  Still fenced off.

We went through list/audit done by HRNG, which they will send around

Eg Along Goldeney Road there are deep planters without anything growing in them

At future meetings prioritise and plan where to plant first

Wall outside RBS could be knocked down, RBS might want to do their own planters.  Need to encourage to make that area pretty

Audit of trees in Harrow Road Ward

8. Schedule

Next meeting in two weeks time on 19th Oct, then 1st Tuesday of month 6.30pm

9.
AOB 
Elaine to send stuff that Hormead Association has been doing.

Get soil tester to check which plants to have if using pre-existing soil


